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(57) ABSTRACT

According to one embodiment, a method for producing a
semiconductor device includes forming a base film above a
semiconductor substrate, forming a core above the base film,
forming a side wall film on a side face of the core, and
replacing at least part of the side wall film with a metal film
by performing plating processing.
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1
METHOD FOR PRODUCING
SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE BY PLATING
PROCESSING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-179593,
filed Aug. 30, 2013, the entire contents of which are incor-
porated herein by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate generally to meth-
ods for producing a semiconductor device.

BACKGROUND

When wiring formation of a semiconductor device is
performed by a side wall wiring formation process, such as
by forming a conformal metal film by chemical vapor
deposition (CVD) on a core element, metal wiring line is
formed on the side wall of the core. The wiring is then
subjected to patterning and etchback on the entire surface
thereof. However, the metal wiring line is sometimes dam-
aged at the time of etchback, and the resistance of the wiring
line can be undesirably increased.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary general
configuration of a cross-point type memory according to an
embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a schematic perspective view depicting an
exemplary configuration of part of a memory cell array of
the cross-point type memory.

FIG. 3A is a longitudinal sectional view schematically
depicting a section of one memory cell group taken on the
line 3A-3A of FIG. 2, FIG. 3B is a longitudinal sectional
view schematically depicting an exemplary section of one
memory cell, and FIG. 3C is an example of an equivalent
circuit diagram of FIG. 3A.

FIGS. 4A and 4 are longitudinal sectional views sche-
matically depicting a method for producing a semiconductor
device according to a first embodiment.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are longitudinal sectional views sche-
matically depicting the method for producing a semicon-
ductor device according to the first embodiment.

FIGS. 6A and 6B are longitudinal sectional views sche-
matically depicting the method for producing a semicon-
ductor device according to the first embodiment.

FIGS. 7A and 7B are longitudinal sectional views sche-
matically depicting a method for producing a semiconductor
device according to a second embodiment.

FIGS. 8A and 8B are longitudinal sectional views sche-
matically depicting the method for producing a semicon-
ductor device according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a longitudinal sectional view schematically
depicting the method for producing a semiconductor device
according to the second embodiment.

FIGS. 10A and 10B are longitudinal sectional views
schematically depicting a method for producing a semicon-
ductor device according to a third embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a longitudinal sectional view schematically
depicting the method for producing a semiconductor device
according to the third embodiment.
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FIGS. 12A and 12B are longitudinal, sectional views
schematically depicting a method for producing a semicon-
ductor device according to a fourth embodiment.

FIGS. 13A and 13B are longitudinal, sectional views
schematically depicting the method for producing a semi-
conductor device according to the fourth embodiment.

FIG. 14 is a longitudinal sectional view schematically
depicting the method for producing a semiconductor device
according to the fourth embodiment.

FIGS. 15A and 15B are longitudinal sectional views
schematically depicting a method for producing a semicon-
ductor device according to a fifth embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In general, according to one embodiment, a method for
producing a semiconductor device includes: forming a base
film above a semiconductor substrate; forming a core above
the base film; forming a silicon side wall film on a side face
of'the core; and replacing at least part of the silicon side wall
film with a metal film by performing plating processing.

First Embodiment

Hereinafter, a first embodiment will be described with,
reference to FIG. 1 to FIGS. 6A and 6B. Incidentally, the
drawings are schematic drawings, and the relationship
between the thickness and the planar dimension, the thick-
ness ratio of the layers, and the like, do not necessarily
coincide with the actual relationship, scale, ratio, etc of the
drawing Figure. Moreover, the vertical and horizontal direc-
tions indicate relative, directions when a circuit formation
surface of a semiconductor substrate 1, which will be
described later, is assumed to be an upper surface, and do not
necessarily coincide with directions based on gravity. Inci-
dentally, in the following description, for the sake of expla-
nation, an XYZ rectangular coordinate system is used. In the
coordinate system, two directions that are parallel to the
surface of the semiconductor substrate 1 and are orthogonal
to each other are referred to as an X direction and a Y
direction; a direction in which a word line WL extends is
referred to as the X direction and a direction that is orthogo-
nal to the X direction, the direction in which a bit line BL
extends, is referred to as the Y direction. A direction that is
orthogonal to both the X direction and the Y direction is
referred to as a zedirection. Incidentally, in the description of
the embodiments, as an example of a semiconductor device,
a cross-point type variable resistance memory will be
described, and an interchangeable technique will be men-
tioned as appropriate.

FIG. 1 is an example of a block diagram depicting a
general configuration of a semiconductor device according
to the embodiment. Here, as an example of the semicon-
ductor device according to the embodiment, a cross-point
type memory is depicted. The cross-point type memory has
a memory cell array 12. The memory cell array 12 has a
plurality of stacked memory cell layers MM. Each memory
cell layer MM has a plurality of bit lines BL,, a plurality of
word lines WL, and memory cells NC formed at the inter-
sections of the word lines WL and the bit lines BL. As a
result of the plurality of memory cell layers MM being
stacked, the memory cell array 12 has the memory cells MC
(which will be described later) disposed in a three dimen-
sional matrix. The memory cell MC has a variable resistance
element 22 and a current rectification element 24 (see FIGS.
3A to 3C).
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A column control circuit 14 is electrically connected to
the bit lines BL. of the memory cell layers M. The column
control circuit 14 has a bit line driver ED and a sense
amplifier SA. The bit line driver ED supplies a predeter-
mined voltage to the bit lines BL. based on a column address
signal. As a result, the column control circuit 14 performs
data erasing and writing of data on the memory cells MC as
well as reading of data from the memory cells. The sense
amplifier SA senses and amplifies a current flowing through
the memory cells MC during a data read operation and
determines data that is stored in the memory cells MC.

Moreover, a row control circuit 16 is electrically con-
nected to the word lines WL of the memory cell array 12.
The row control circuit 16 has a word line driver WD. The
row control circuit 16 selects a word line WL of the memory
cell array 12 based on a row address signal and controls data
erasing and writing of data on the memory cells MC as well
as reading of data from the memory cells. The word line
driver WD supplies a voltage during data erasing and data
writing operations to the word lines WL.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view schematically depicting the
configuration of part of the memory cell array 12. As
depicted in FIG. 2, the memory cell array 12 is a cross-point
type memory cell array. The memory cell array 12 has a
plurality of memory cell layers MMO to MM3. In each
memory cell layer MM, the plurality of bit lines BL. and the
plurality of word lines WL are three-dimensionally stacked.

As seen in the lower section of FIG. 2, a plurality of bit
lines BLOO to BL02 extend in the Y direction and are
disposed in the X direction at predetermined intervals in a
repeating pattern of lines and intermediate spaces. Word
lines WLOO to WL02 are disposed above the bit lines BL0O0
to BL02. The word lines WL00 to WL02 extend in the X
direction and are disposed in the Y direction at predeter-
mined intervals in a repeating pattern of lines and spaces. As
a result, the memory cell layer MMO is formed.

On the word lines WL00 to WL02, a plurality of bit lines
BL10 to BL12 are further disposed. The bit lines BL0O to
BL12 extend in the Y direction and are formed in a line and
space shape with a predetermined space left in the X
direction, and word lines WL10 to WL12 are further dis-
posed above the bit lines BL.10 to BL.12 in a similar manner
in such a way as to cross the bit lines BL.10 to BL.12 in three
dimensions. As a result, the memory cell layers MM1 and
MM2 are formed.

In this manner, the plurality of memory cell layers s MM
are stacked in such a way as to form multiple layers. As a
result of the memory cell layers MM being stacked to form
multiple layers, the word lines WL and the bit lines BL form
a three-dimensional and multilayered matrix. At the inter-
sections of the word lines ML and the bit lines BL, the
memory cells MC are disposed in such a way as to be
sandwiched between the word lines WL and the bit lines BL.
As a result, the plurality of memory cells MC are disposed
in a three-dimensional matrix.

In the embodiment, the memory cell layer MMO at the
bottom of the memory cell array 12 and the memory cell
layer MM1 disposed on the memory cell layer MMO share
the word lines WLO00 to WL02. Likewise, the memory cell
layer MM1 and the memory cell layer MM2 share the bit
lines BL.10 to BL.12, and the memory cell layer MM2 and
the memory cell layer MM3 share the word lines WL10 to
WL12.

Incidentally, hereinafter, as indicated with a dotted line in
FIG. 2, a group of the memory cells MC provided at the
intersections of the bit lines BL and the word lines WL in the
Z direction is referred to as a memory cell group MG.
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FIG. 3A is a longitudinal sectional view schematically
depicting the section of one memory cell group MG taken on
the line 3A-3% of FIG. 2. FIG. 3B is an example of a
longitudinal sectional view schematically depicting the sec-
tion of one memory cell C. FIG. 3C is an example of an
equivalent circuit diagram of FIG. 3A.

As depicted in FIGS. 3A to 3C, the plurality of memory
cell layers MM are stacked in the Z direction in the drawing.
The memory cell MC includes the variable resistance ele-
ment 22 and the current rectification element 24 which are
connected in series between the word line WL and the bit
line BL.

As the current rectification element 24, any rectification
element may be used as long as the rectification element
includes predetermined current rectifying characteristics (in
voltage-current characteristics). The material structure, etc.
of the current rectification element 24 are not limited to
particular material, structure, etc. As the current rectification
element 24, a p-n junction diode fabricated by using poly-
silicon (Poly-Si), for example, can be used. Moreover, in
place of the p-n junction diode, various other diodes may be
used. Examples include a Schottky diode, a P-I-N diode with
an i layer containing no impurities inserted between a p-type
layer and an n-type layer, and a punch-through diode.

In the memory cell MC, the current rectification element
24 has current rectifying characteristics by which a current
flows from the bit line BL to the word line WL. That is, the
current rectification element 24 has a forward rectifying
characteristic such that a current flows in a forward direction
from the bit line BL to the word line WL.

The variable resistance element 22 can change a resis-
tance value via current, heat, chemical energy, or the like, by
the application of a voltage, for example. The variable
resistance element 22 may have a barrier metal layer on the
top and the bottom thereof. The barrier metal layer also
functions as an adhesive layer.

As the variable resistance element 22, chalcogenide or the
like can be used as a film that can change a resistance value
by the application of a current pulse or a voltage pulse. In
this case, the cross-point type memory is a phase-change
memory using a resistance value state by a phase transition
between a crystal state (low resistance) and an amorphous
state (high resistance) as memory information.

Writing of data to the memory cell MC is performed by
a set operation by which the variable resistance element 22
is changed from a high-resistance state to a low-resistance
state. In the set operation, a predetermined voltage is applied
to the variable resistance element 22 of the selected memory
cell MC for a predetermined time. On the other hand, erasing
of data from the memory cell MC is performed by a reset
operation by which the variable resistance element 22 is
changed from the low-resistance state to the high-resistance
state. In the reset operation (after the set operation), a
predetermined voltage, for example a voltage that is lower
than the voltage used during the set operation, is applied to
the variable resistance element 22 in the low-resistance state
for a predetermined time (which is longer than the time of
the set operation).

The above description is the outline of the cross-point
type memory to which the embodiment is applied.

Next, a method for producing the cross-point type
memory according to embodiments herein will be described.
FIGS. 4A and 4B to FIGS. 6A and 6B are diagrams for
describing the method for producing the cross-point type
memory according to one embodiment. In the embodiment,
a wiring formation process using side wall processing is
adopted as a wiring formation process.
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First, as depicted in FIG. 4A, a current rectification film
28 and a variable resistance film 30 are formed as base films
on the semiconductor substrate 1 on which the bit line BL is
formed. Then, on the variable resistance film 30, a film (core
film) 322 which becomes a core 32 (FIG. 4B) is formed
(shown in FIG. 4B). As the semiconductor substrate 1, a
silicon substrate, for example, can be used. The bit line BL.
is forded of tungsten (W), for example. The current rectifi-
cation film 28 comprises a film formed of stacked p-type and
n-type polysilicon layers, for example.

CVD, for example, can be used for the formation of a
polysilicon film. The film formed of stacked p-type and type
polysilicon layers can be formed by implanting boron (B)
and phosphorus (P) for example. As a result, as the current
rectification film 28, and the p-n junction diode can be
formed.

The core film 322 (the core 32) is formed of a silicon
oxide film, for example. The silicon oxide film can be
formed by CVD, for example. On the core film 322, a pattern
of a resist 34 is formed by lithography. The resist 34 is
formed into a line and space pattern.

Next, with the result depicted in FIG. 45, the core film 322
is etched using the resist 34 as a mask by anisotropic dry
etching using reactive ion etching (RIB), whereby the core
film 322 is patterned to form cores 32. The line and space
pattern of the resist 34 is transferred to the core film 322
during formation of the core 32. Then, after the resist 34 is
removed, the core 32 is slimmed (reduced) by RIB using
isotropic conditions to reduce the width of the core 32. The
removal of the resist 34 can be performed by an ashing
process using oxygen plasma, for example.

Here, the pitch of the resist 34 is assumed to be a length
a. Since the pattern of the resist 34 is transferred to the core
32, the pitch of the cores 32 is also a. Because, after
slimming, the pitch of the cores 32 remains a and, after
processing, the width of the cores 32 becomes approxi-
mately a/4, and the distance between adjacent cores 32
becomes approximately 3a/4.

Next, as depicted in FIG. 5A, a silicon film 40 is formed
on the entire exposed surfaces such that the silicon film 40
has a uniform film thickness. The silicon film 40 can be
formed by CVD, for example. The silicon film 40 is formed
to have a film thickness of approximately a/4. The silicon
film 40 may be implanted with phosphorus (P) boron (B),
germanium (Ge), or the like. Moreover, the silicon film 40
may be polysilicon or amorphous silicon. Furthermore, the
silicon film 40 may be formed as amorphous silicon and then
subjected to annealing treatment after film formation to
produce a polycrystalline silicon film.

Next, as depicted in FIG. 55, etchback is performed on the
entire exposed surfaces by using an anisotropic RIE process,
whereby a silicon side wall film 42 remains on the side wall
(side face) of the core 32. As a result, the silicon side wall
film 42 has a line and space pattern with a pitch of a/2. That
is, by using the above described process, the line and space
pattern of the silicon side wall film 42 with a pitch of a/2 can
be formed from the line and space pattern of the resist 34
with a pitch of a.

Then, an oxide film (native oxide) which forms on the
surface of the silicon side wall film 42 is removed (herein-
after, referred to as pretreatment). The native oxide film can
be removed by etching the native oxide film using a solution
(buffered hydrofluoric acid) containing hydrofluoric acid
(HF) and ammonium fluoride (NH,F) As an alternative, the
native oxide film on the surface may be removed by slightly
etching the silicon of the silicon side wall film 42 with an
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aqueous solution of tetramethylammonium hydroxide
(TMAH) in place of the buffered hydrofluoric acid.

Then, the exposed surface is adequately cleaned by pure
water having dissolved oxygen reduced by N, bubbling, or
the like. The dissolved oxygen is reduced in order to
suppress the formation of a new native oxide film. Then the
semiconductor substrate 1 is dried in an atmosphere of N,
such that a new natural oxide film is not formed on the
surface of the silicon side wall film 42.

Here, if an oxide film (a native oxide film) is formed on
the silicon surface of the silicon side wall film 42 by oxygen
in the atmosphere, the initial nucleation density on the
silicon surface is reduced in a subsequent displacement
plating process. Since displacement plating occurs by a
difference in standard electrode potential between the metal
to be deposited and the silicon, a react on occurs only on the
silicon surface, and the metal is less likely to be deposited
on the silicon oxide film. Therefore, to deposit a plating
metal on silicon at an adequate nuclear density, pretreatment
(removal of native oxides) is desirably performed immedi-
ately before a plating process.

Next, a displacement plating process is performed to
deposit metal on the surface of the silicon side wall film 42
by a displacement reaction as depicted in FIG. 6A. The
displacement plating process is a method by which metal is
deposited as a result of electrons provided by a material to
be plated on (here, silicon) to metal ions in a plating solution
by the difference in standard electrode potential between the
material to be plated on and the metal ions in the plating
solution. The displacement plating process is performed by
the following exemplary procedure. That is after the semi-
conductor substrate 1 is washed with water, the semicon-
ductor substrate 1 is immersed in a displacement plating
solution. As a result, a displacement plating reaction pro-
gresses without the presence of native oxides on the surface
of the silicon side wall film 42. After a metal wiring line 44
is formed by the displacement plating process, the semicon-
ductor substrate 1 is washed with water and then dried.

A solution containing an ion of the metal that replaces the
silicon side wall film 42 (silicon) is used as the displacement
plating solution. The displacement plating solution has a
solvent and a metal ion of the metal to be deposited as the
main composition thereof. For example, when nickel is to be
deposited, a solution obtained by dissolving nickel sulfate
hexahydrate (NiSO,.6H,0) in pure water can be used. As a
result of displacement plating processing, the metal (here,
nickel) contained in the displacement plating solution is
deposited on the silicon surface of the silicon side wall film
42 by a displacement reaction, whereby the metal wiring line
44 is formed. That is, the metal ion in the plating solution
receives an electron from silicon, and the metal wiring line
44 is deposited on the silicon surface.

As a result, the metal wiring line 44 is formed by
replacing at least a portion of the silicon side wall film 42
with a metal film. In one aspect, all the silicon within the
silicon side wall film 42 is replaced by the metal and is
dissolved in the solution and does not remain on the semi-
conductor substrate 1 as a result of the displacement plating.
The metal wiring line 44 is formed to have a wiring width
of approximately a/4.

The metal species that can replace silicon forming the
silicon side wall film 42 are metals whose standard electrode
potentials (E®) are higher than the standard electrode poten-
tial (-0.857 V) of'silicon. That is, in the displacement plating
process according to the embodiment, a metal having a
potential that is higher than the Potential of silicon can be
used. For example, metals such as Zn (standard electrode
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potential: —=0.763 V), Cr (standard electrode potential: -0.74
V), Fe (standard electrode potential: —0.44 V), Cd (standard
electrode potential: -0.403 V), Co (standard electrode
potential: -0.277 V), Ni (standard electrode potential:
-0.257 V), Sn (standard electrode potential: -0.138 V), Cu
(standard electrode potential: +0.337 V), Ag (standard elec-
trode potential: +0.799 V), Pd (standard electrode potential:
+99 V), Pt (standard electrode potential: +1.188 V), and Au
(standard electrode potential: +1.52 V) can be used. More-
over, the metal is not limited to metals whose standard
electrode potentials are higher than the standard electrode
potential of silicon. For example, other metals that have
been treated by a complexing agent, or the like, that
increases the standard electrode potential of the metal higher
than the standard electrode potential of silicon may be used.

Moreover, to prevent the surface of the silicon side wall
film 42 (silicon) from being oxidized by dissolved oxygen in
the displacement plating solution, the dissolved oxygen in
the displacement plating solution can be reduced by per-
forming N, bubbling, for example.

Furthermore, to prevent the formation of a natural oxide
film on the silicon side wall film 42 (silicon), the pretreat-
ment and the displacement plating process are desirably
performed in one apparatus (e.g., chamber or chambers). By
performing the pretreatment process and the displacement
plating process in the same apparatus, processing time can
be controlled and reduced, the state of the silicon surface can
be maintained at a consistent state, and variations in metal
deposition by replacement plating can be reduced.

Moreover, by setting the atmosphere in which pretreat-
ment, a plating process, and transportation are performed at
an atmosphere containing substantially no oxygen, the for-
mation of a natural oxide film on silicon can be suppressed.
For example, by performing pretreatment, the plating pro-
cess, and transportation in an N, atmosphere, the formation
of a natural oxide film on the silicon surface can be sup-
pressed.

Where a conventional method for forming a metal wiring
line by forming a metal side wall on the side wall of the core
32 is used, the following phenomenon occurs: that is, after
a film of metal is formed, etchback for forming a metal side
wall on the side wall of the core 32 is performed, and, in the
etchback process, the surface of the metal wiring line is
damaged by etching and wiring resistance is undesirably
increased. However, according to the embodiment, by tem-
porarily forming the silicon side wall film 42 and then
replacing the silicon side wall film 42 by metal by displace-
ment plating, an undamaged metal wiring line 44 can be
formed.

Next, after the metal wiring line 44 is created, the core 32
is removed as depicted in FIG. 6B. When the core 32 is
formed of a silicon oxide film, for example, the core 32 can
be removed by a diluted hydrofiuoric acid solution. As a
result, a metal wiring line 44 has a line and space shape with
a width and a spacing of approximately a/4 and a pitch of
a/2. That is, by using the above-described process, the line
and space pattern of the metal wiring line 44 with a pitch of
a/2 and a line width and a spacing of approximately a/4 can
be formed from the line and space pattern of the resist 34
with a pitch of a.

As described above, in the embodiment, by depositing
metal on the silicon side wall film 42 by using displacement
plating, the metal wiring line 44 is not damaged and an
increase in wiring resistance can be suppressed. Moreover,
since the formation of metal is performed in a plating
process (a process in which a film formation temperature is
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100° C. or lower), application to a device that requires
low-temperature film formation is also possible.

Second Embodiment

Hereinafter, second embodiment will be described with
reference to FIGS. 7A and 7B to FIG. 9. In the second
embodiment a metal is deposited on the silicon side wall film
42 (silicon) by displacement plating, electroless plating is
then performed by using the plating metal as a catalyst, and
the metal is then deposited to form wiring.

Hereinafter, each process of a production method accord-
ing to the second embodiment will be described in detail.
First, as depicted in FIG. 7A, on the semiconductor substrate
1 on which the bit line BL is formed, the current rectification
film 28 and the variable resistance film 30 are formed as base
films. Then, on the variable resistance film 30, a film (core
film) 322 which becomes a core 32 is formed.

Then, patterning of the film 322 is performed by aniso-
tropic dry etching using lithography and RIE to form the
core 32. Then, the core 32 is slimmed by isotropic etching
using RIE to reduce the width thereof. Next, a silicon film
40 is formed on the entire surface such that the silicon film
40 has a uniform film thickness. The silicon film 40 can be
formed by CAM, for example. The silicon film 40 can be
formed to be thinner than the silicon film 40 of the first
embodiment.

Next, etchback is performed on the entire exposed surface
by using anisotropic RIE whereby a silicon side wall film 42
is formed on the side wall of the core 32 as depicted in FIG.
7B. Then, pretreatment to remove a native oxide film formed
on the surface of the silicon side wall film 42 is performed.
Then, the surface is adequately cleaned by pure water whose
dissolved oxygen is reduced by using N bubbling, or the
like, and the semiconductor substrate 1 is then dried, if
necessary.

Then, a displacement plating process is performed by
immersing the semiconductor substrate 1 in a displacement
plating solution, whereby metal which becomes a catalyst
metal is formed as depicted in FIG. 8A. In the embodiment,
a solution obtained by, for example, dissolving palladium
chloride (PdCl,) in hydrochloric acid (HCl) and adjusting
the concentration by the addition of pure water can be used
as the displacement plating solution.

By the displacement plating processing, metal (here,
palladium) contained in the displacement plating solution is
deposited by a displacement reaction on the silicon surface
of the silicon side wall film 42. That is, metal ions in the
plating solution receive an electron from silicon, and metal
46 is deposited on the silicon surface. As a result, the
deposited metal 46 is formed by replacing at least a portion
of the silicon side wall film 42. In one aspect, all the silicon
forming the silicon side wall film 42 is replaced by the metal
and is dissolved in the solution and does not remain on the
semiconductor substrate 1 as a result of the displacement
plating process. In the embodiment, the deposited metal 46
is formed of palladium (Pd), for example.

The deposited metal 46 may have a reduced film thickness
because the deposited metal 46 only has to act as a catalyst.
Moreover, desirably, the silicon of the silicon side wall film
42 does not remain after displacement plating. Therefore,
the silicon side wall film 42 may be formed to have a small
film thickness.

Here, the catalyst metal formed by the displacement
plating process is not limited to palladium as described
above, and any metal whose standard electrode potential is
higher than the standard electrode potential of silicon can be
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used. That is metal whose potential is higher than the
potential of silicon can be used. For example, metals such as
Zn, Cr, Fe, Cd, Co, Ni, Sn, Cu, Au, Pt, and Au can be used.

For example, in place of the displacement plating solution
described above, a solution obtained by dissolving nickel
sulfate hexahydrate in pure water can be used. In this case,
nickel is deposited as the deposited metal 46.

Then, as depicted in FIG. 8B, the semiconductor substrate
1 is immersed in an electroless plating solution, whereby
electroless plating processing is performed. The electroless
plating refers to plating processing that is performed in an
electroless plating solution having a solvent, a metal ion, a
reducing agent, and a complexing agent. As the electroless
plating solution, a solution obtained by, for example, dis-
solving nickel sulfate hexahydrate in pure water and adding
citric acid and dimethylamine-borane ((CH;),NH.BH;;
DMAB) thereto can be used. The pure water is a solvent. As
a source of metal ion, nickel sulfate hexahydrate is used.

The citric acid is used as a complexing agent for the metal
ions to stabilize the metal ions in the plating solution.
Dimethylamine-borane (DMAB) acts as a reducing agent. In
the electroless plating process, metal is deposited on a
catalyst metal as a result of the reducing agent providing an
electron to a metal ion on the catalyst. Here, the lower-layer
deposited metal 46 acts as catalyst metal and dimethylam-
ine-borane provides an electron to a nickel ion, whereby a
metal 48 is deposited on the catalyst metal. As a result,
nickel is formed as the upper-layer deposited metal 48.

After the deposited metal 48 is formed, washing with
water and drying are performed. In the embodiment, differ-
ent metals are formed as the metal forming the lower-layer
deposited metal 46 and the metal forming the upper-layer
deposited metal 48, but the same metal may be deposited.

Next, the core 32 is removed as depicted in FIG. 9. By the
above processes, a metal wiring line 50 having the deposited
metals 46 and 48 is formed.

As described above, in the embodiment, by depositing
metal on the silicon side wall film 42 by using the displace-
ment plating process and the electroless plating process, the
metal wiring line 50 is undamaged and an increase in wiring
resistance is minimized.

In the embodiment, since the final plating process is
performed by electroless plating, the metal wiring line 50
with low surface roughness can be formed.

Moreover, in the embodiment, as the deposited metal 46
used as a catalyst, palladium is used. That is, as the lower-
layer deposited metal 46, metal whose potential (standard
electrode potential) is higher than the potential of the
upper-layer deposited metal 48 is used. Therefore, since the
difference in standard electrode potential between the metal
and silicon becomes greater, initial nucleation can be per-
formed on the silicon side wall film 42 (silicon) at a higher
density. As a result, the surface roughness of the deposited
metal 48 can be further reduced. Therefore, the metal wiring
line 50 with a reduced surface roughness can be formed.

Third Embodiment

Hereinafter, a third embodiment will be described with
reference to FIGS. 10A and 10B to FIG. 11. In the third
embodiment, the semiconductor substrate 1 is immersed in
an electroless plating solution to make a displacement
plating reaction progress as an initial reaction, whereby a
metal is deposited on a silicon surface. Then, an electroless
plating reaction is provided by using the metal as a catalyst,
whereby the metal is further deposited.
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Hereinafter, each process of a production method accord-
ing to the third embodiment will be described in detail. First,
the processes described in FIGS. 7A and 7B of the second
embodiment are performed. Then, pretreatment to remove a
native oxide film on the surface of the silicon side wall film
42 is performed. Next, the semiconductor substrate 1 is
immersed in an electroless plating solution. As the electro-
less plating solution, a solution obtained by, for example,
dissolving nickel sulfate hexahydrate in pure water and
adding citric acid and dimethylamine-borane (DMAB)
thereto can be used.

When the semiconductor substrate 1 in which the surface
of'the silicon side wall film 42 is exposed is immersed, in the
electroless plating solution, displacement plating first pro-
gresses as an initial reaction as depicted in FIG. 10A. That
is, the metal (here, nickel) contained in the electroless
plating solution is deposited on the silicon surface of the
silicon side wall film 42 by a displacement reaction,
whereby deposited metal 52 is formed. That is, metal ions in
the plating solution receive an electron from silicon, and the
deposited metal 52 is deposited on the silicon surface.

Here, since the film thickness of the silicon side wall film
42 only has to be a film thickness required for performing
initial nucleation at, a high density in the displacement
plating process at an early stage of the reaction, the silicon
side wall film 42 is desirably thinner than the silicon side
wall film 42 of the first embodiment. Moreover, the silicon
of the silicon side wall film 42 does not remain after the
displacement plating process.

Then, the deposited metal 52 acts as a catalyst, and metal
53 (here, nickel) is deposited on the deposited metal 52 by
an electroless plating reaction as depicted in FIG. 10B. As a
result, a stacked structure is formed in which the metal is
deposited by the displacement plating reaction and the metal
deposited by the electroless plating.

Next, the core 32 is removed as depicted in FIG. 11. By
the above processes, a metal wiring line 54 is formed.

In the embodiment, the semiconductor substrate 1 is
immersed in an electroless plating solution, a displacement
plating reaction initially progresses, and then an electroless
plating reaction progresses after the displacement reaction.
Since the same plating solution is used, the metal deposited
by the displacement plating reaction and the metal deposited
by the electroless plating reaction are the same. That is, the
metal deposited by the displacement plating reaction and the
metal deposited by the electroless plating reaction can be
integrally formed as the metal wiring line 54.

As described above according to the embodiment, by
depositing metal on the silicon side wall film 42 by using the
displacement plating processing and the electroless plating
processing, the metal wiring line 54 that is formed is
undamaged and an increase in wiring resistance can be
decreased in comparison to an etched back wiring line.

According to the embodiment, a method for producing a
semiconductor device, quickly and having high throughput
is realized since the metal deposition of catalyst metal and
a metal wiring line can be performed by using one plating
solution. Moreover, since deposition of metal can be per-
formed by using one plating solution, costs can be reduced.
Furthermore, since electroless plating is used, the metal
wiring line 54 with low surface roughness can be formed.

Fourth Embodiment

Hereinafter a fourth embodiment will be described with
reference to FIGS. 12A and 123 to FIG. 14, in the fourth
embodiment, after a metal is deposited on the surface of the
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silicon side wall film 42 by a displacement plating process,
excess silicon of the silicon side wall film 42 and the metal
are made to react with each other to convert the silicon side
wall film 42 into a metal silicide film. That is, in the
embodiment, the excess silicon that does not contribute to a
displacement plating reaction is turned into whereby a metal
silicide wiring line is formed.

Hereinafter, each process of a production method accord-
ing to the fourth embodiment will be described in detail.
First, the Processes described in FIGS. 4A and 43 are
performed. Then, silicon film 40 is formed on the entire
surface such that the silicon film 40 has a uniform film
thickness as depicted in FIG. 12A. The silicon film 40 can
be formed by CVD, for example. The silicon film 40 here
can be formed to be thicker than the silicon film 40 in the
second embodiment, for example, in order to form excess
silicon 422.

Next, etchback is performed on the entire surface by using
anisotropic RIE, whereby a silicon side wall film 42 remains
on the side wall of the core 32 as depicted in FI1G. 128. Then,
a pretreatment process to remove a native oxide film on the
surface of the silicon side wall film 42 is performed. Then,
the surface is adequately cleaned by pure water whose
dissolved oxygen is reduced by using N, bubbling, or the
like, and the semiconductor substrate 1 is then dried, if
necessary.

Then, by immersing the semiconductor substrate 1 in a
displacement plating solution, displacement plating is per-
formed. As the displacement plating solution, a solution
obtained by, for example, dissolving nickel sulfate hexahy-
drate in pure water can be used. By the displacement plating,
deposited metal 56 is formed on the surface of the silicon
side wall film 42 as depicted in FIG. 13A. In the embodi-
ment, the deposited metal 56 is formed of nickel, for
example. The deposited metal 56 is formed as a result of part
of the silicon side wall film 42 being replaced, and the
unreacted part of the silicon side wall film 42 remains as the
excess silicon 422.

Moreover, in place of the above-described displacement
plating solution, a solution obtained by, for example, dis-
solving palladium chloride (PdCl,) in hydrochloric acid
(HC1) and adjusting the concentration by the addition of
pure water can be used. In this case, the deposited metal 56
is formed of palladium.

Next, annealing (heat) treatment is performed, and the
deposited metal 56 and the excess silicon 422 are made to
react with each other to form silicide, whereby a metal
silicide wiring line 58 is formed as depicted in FIG. 13B.
Then, the core 32 is removed as depicted in FIG. 14.
Alternatively, after the formation of the deposited metal 56,
the core 32 may be removed and annealing treatment may be
then performed to form the metal silicide wiring line 58.

By the above-described processes, the silicon side wall
film 42 is converted into the metal silicide wiring line 58. In
the embodiment, the metal silicide wiring line 58 is formed
of nickel silicide (NiSi), for example.

Since the nickel silicide forming the metal silicide wiring
line 58 is of relatively low specific resistance for a short
mean free path of an electron thereof, the nickel silicide is
less likely to be affected by an increase in specific resistance
due to surface scattering and grain boundary scattering of
electrons associated with the miniaturization of the wiring
lines. Incidentally, in the embodiment, a film of metal
corresponding to an amount consumed by a silicide reaction
may be formed by displacement plating, and all the metal
may be turned into silicide after annealing. Moreover, after
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an intended amount of silicide is formed by annealing
treatment, excess metal may be removed by etching.

As described above, in the embodiment, metal is depos-
ited on the silicon side wall film 42 by using a displacement
plating process and making the excess silicon 422 and the
metal react with each other to form a metal silicide film,
whereby the metal silicide wiring line that undamaged and
an increase in wiring resistance can be suppressed.

Fifth Embodiment

Hereinafter, a fifth embodiment will be described with
reference to FIGS. 15A and 15B. In the fifth embodiment,
the semiconductor substrate 1 is immersed in a displacement
plating solution or an electroless plating solution, a displace-
ment plating reaction is made to progress as an initial
reaction to deposit metal, and an electroless plating reaction
is then made to progress by using the metal as a catalyst.
Moreover, in the embodiment, excess silicon that does not
contribute to the displacement plating reaction is made to
remain and is then turned into silicide, whereby a metal
silicide wiring line is formed.

Hereinafter, each process of a production method accord-
ing to the fifth embodiment will be described in detail. First,
the processes described in FIGS. 4A and 4B are performed.
Then, the processes described in FIGS. 12A and 12B are
performed. Next, by immersing the semiconductor substrate
1 in a displacement plating solution, displacement plating is
performed. As the displacement plating solution, a solution
obtained by, for example, dissolving palladium chloride
(PdCl,) in hydrochloric acid (HCl) and adjusting the con-
centration by the addition of pure water can be used. As a
result, displacement plating is performed on the silicon side
wall film 42, and thin deposited metal 60 is formed as
depicted in FIG. 15A. In the embodiment, the deposited
metal 60 is formed of palladium (Pd), for example.

Moreover, in place of the above solution, as the displace-
ment plating solution, a solution obtained by, for example,
dissolving nickel sulfate hexahydrate in pure water can be
used. In this case, the deposited metal 60 is formed of nickel.
The deposited metal 60 is formed as a result of part of the
silicon side wall film 42 being replaced, and the unreacted
part that is not reacted by the displacement plating of the
silicon side wall film 42 remains as excess silicon 422.
Incidentally, since the deposited metal 50 only has to act as
catalyst metal in, subsequent electroless plating process, the
deposited metal 60 may have a thin film thickness.

Then, the semiconductor substrate 1 is immersed in an
electroless plating solution. As the electroless plating solu-
tion, a solution obtained by, for example, dissolving nickel
sulfate hexahydrate in pure water and adding citric acid and
dimethylamine-borane (DMAB) thereto can be used. In
electroless plating, a reducing agent provides an electron to
metal ions on a catalyst, whereby metal is deposited on the
catalyst. Here, the deposited metal 60 acts as a catalyst. As
a result deposited metal 62 is formed on the surface of the
deposited metal 60 as depicted in FIG. 15B. Here, dimeth-
ylamine-borane provides an electron to a nickel ion,
whereby nickel, for example, can be deposited on the
catalyst (deposited metal 60).

Next, annealing treatment is performed, and the deposited
metal 60, and the deposited metal 62 and the excess silicon
422 are made to react with each other to form silicide,
whereby the metal silicide wiring line 58 is formed as
depicted in FIG. 13B. Then, as depicted in FIG. 14, the core
32 is removed. Alternatively, after the formation of the
deposited metal 60 and the deposited metal 62, the core 32
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may be removed and annealing treatment may be then
performed to form the metal silicide wiring line 58.

In the embodiment, the metal silicide wiring line 58 is
formed of nickel silicide (NiSi) or nickel palladium silicide
(NiPdSi) when a catalyst metal is added to the obtained
silicide, the thermal stability of a silicide film is improved.

According to the above-described method, the same metal
material or different metal materials can be deposited as the
lower-layer deposited metal 60 and the upper-layer depos-
ited metal 62.

Moreover, in place of immersion in the displacement
plating solution, the semiconductor substrate 1 may initially
be immersed in an electroless plating solution. As the
electroless plating solution, a solution obtained by, for
example, dissolving nickel sulfate hexahydrate in pure water
and adding citric acid and dimethylamine-borane (DMAB)
thereto can be used. When the semiconductor substrate 1 in
which the surface of the silicon side wall film 42 is ex-posed
is immersed in the electroless plating solution, displacement
plating initially progresses on the silicon surface. That is,
metal ions contained in the electroless plating solution are
deposited on the silicon surface of the silicon side wall film
42 by an initial displacement reaction, and deposited metal
60 is formed. In this case, the deposited metal 60 is formed
of nickel.

Then, an electroless plating reaction progresses by using
the deposited metal 60 as a catalyst, and deposited metal 62
is formed as depicted in FIG. 15B. Here, as the deposited
metal 62, nickel is formed. Next, as depicted in FIG. 13B,
annealing treatment is performed to provide a silicide reac-
tion, whereby a metal silicide wiring line 58 is formed. Then
the core 32 is removed, as depicted in FIG. 14.

As described above, in the embodiment, by using the
displacement plating processing and the electroless plating
processing, metal is deposited on the silicon side wall film
42. Furthermore, by forming a metal silicide film by making
the excess silicon 422 and the deposited metal react with
each other, the metal silicide wiring line 58 that is undam-
aged and suppresses an increase in wiring resistance can be
formed.

Moreover, in the embodiment, by using a method by
which a displacement plating reaction and an electroless
plating reaction are made to progress by using an electroless
plating solution, since the method can be performed by using
one plating solution, a method for producing a semiconduc-
tor device faster and has high throughput can be provided.
Moreover, since deposition of metal can be performed by
using one plating solution, costs can be reduced.

In implementing the first to fifth embodiments described
above, an atmosphere containing substantially no oxygen,
for example, an N, atmosphere is used in all the chambers
and the transportation systems for pretreatment, plating
processing (including the formation of catalyst metal), and
so forth. By doing so, oxidation of the silicon surface after
pretreatment and at each process can be prevented, whereby
dense initial nucleation plating can be performed on the
silicon surface that is free of an oxide film.

Moreover, in the first to fifth embodiments described
above, an apparatus that can spray (coat) a plurality of
chemical solutions, including a pretreatment chemical solu-
tion and a plating processing chemical solution, on the
rotating semiconductor substrate 1 in the same processing
room without drying the surface of the semiconductor
substrate 1 may be used. When pretreatment and plating
processing are performed in different processing rooms, an
apparatus that can transport the semiconductor substrate 1
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subjected to pretreatment to a plating processing room
without drying the surface of the semiconductor substrate 1
is preferably used.

Furthermore, an apparatus that can monitor dissolved
oxygen in a pretreatment solution and a plating solution, and
reduce the dissolved oxygen by N, bubbling, or the like, may
be used. Moreover, by performing drying after water repel-
lent processing is performed at the time of a drying process
after plating processing, pattern collapse can be prevented at
the time of drying. Thus, a plating apparatus that may be
used has a water repellant and drying function.

Other Embodiments

In the embodiments described above, an example in
which the embodiment is applied to a cross-point type
memory as an example of a semi conductor device is
described, but the embodiment is not limited thereto. The
embodiment may be applied to semiconductor memory
devices such as NAND or NOR flash memory, EEPROM,
DRAM, or SRAM and other logical devices.

Since the embodiments described above describe an
example in which the embodiment is applied to a cross-point
type memory, the metal wiring lines 44, 50, 54 and the metal
silicide wiring line 58 are formed on the variable resistance
film 30 as a base film, but the structure is not limited to this
structure. For example, the metal wiring lines 44, 50, 54 and
the metal silicide wiring line 5 may be formed on an
interlayer dielectric film formed of a silicon oxide film as a
base film.

In the embodiments described above, the silicon side wall
film 42 formed of silicon is used as an object of a displace-
ment plating reaction. In place of the silicon side wall film
42, a side wall film may be formed by using metal whose
standard electrode potential is lower than the standard
electrode potential of metal that is deposited by a displace-
ment plating reaction. That is a side wall film may be formed
by using metal whose potential is lower than the potential of
metal to be deposited.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventions.
Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may be
embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various
omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the
embodiments described herein may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompanying
claims and their equivalents are intended to cover such
forms or modifications as would fall within the scope and
spirit of the inventions.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for producing a semiconductor device, com-
prising:

forming a base film above a semiconductor substrate;

forming a core above the base film;

forming a side wall film on a side face of the core;

replacing at least part of the side wall film with a metal

film by performing plating processing; and

removing the core after the plating processing.

2. The method for producing a semiconductor device
according to claim 1, wherein the side wall film includes a
silicon film.

3. The method for producing a semiconductor device
according to claim 2, wherein a portion of the silicon film
remains after the plating processing.

4. The method for producing a semiconductor device
according to claim 3, further comprising:
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converting the silicon film remaining after the plating
processing into a metal silicide film by annealing the
metal film.

5. The method for producing a semiconductor device
according to claim 1, wherein the plating processing
includes immersing the semiconductor substrate in a dis-
placement plating solution, and then immersing the semi-
conductor substrate in an electroless plating solution.

6. The method for producing a semiconductor device
according to claim 5, wherein the displacement plating
solution includes a first metal and the electroless plating
solution includes a second metal, the first metal acting as a
catalyst for an electroless plating reaction of the second
metal.

7. The method for producing a semiconductor device
according to claim 6, wherein the electroless plating solution
includes a solvent, a metal ion of the second metal, a
reducing agent, and a complexing agent.

8. A method for producing a semiconductor device, com-
prising:

forming a base film above a semiconductor substrate;

forming a pattern above the base film, the pattern com-

prising a plurality of core structures having a pitch with
a length “a”;

forming a silicon film on a side wall of each of the core

structures; and
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plating each of the core structures to replace at least a
portion of the silicon film with a metal film to form a
wiring pattern.

9. The method for producing a semiconductor device
according to claim 8, wherein the wiring pattern includes a
line width of approximately a/4.

10. The method for producing a semiconductor device
according to claim 8, further comprising:

removing a native oxide from the silicon film prior to the
plating.

11. The method for producing a semiconductor device
according to claim 8, wherein a portion of the silicon film
remains after the plating; and the method further comprises
converting the silicon film remaining after the plating into a
metal silicide film by annealing the metal film.

12. A method for producing a semiconductor device,
comprising:

forming a base film above a semiconductor substrate;

forming a pattern above the base film including a plurality
of core structures having a pitch “a”;

forming a silicon film on a side wall of each of the core
structures; and

forming a wiring pattern having a pitch of a/2 by replacing
at least a portion of the silicon film on the side wall of
each of the core structures with a metal film.
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